Evaluation of the use of a social networking site in sexual health care.
The Myspace project was launched in 2008 to develop a novel approach to engage with younger sexual health service users. The aim was to use a social networking site as a patient forum, to gain feedback on how to improve services and to make sexual health information accessible to a larger audience, many of whom might not be current service users and thereby to encourage attendances from more 'hard to reach' groups. In this report, we explore the effectiveness and specific challenges of the project and in particular, the difficulty in achieving involvement in the discussion forum. We discuss the future of the project and make recommendations to other services considering this approach.